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cases. It was only tested in four of the twelve cases. Vomiting 
was a symptom in eight cases. The tumors situated farthest 
forward in the brain appeared to be the least likely to give rise to 
vomiting. The author agrees with Ferrier that the majority of 
cases of cerebral vomiting can be ascribed to irradiation of irrita¬ 
tion of the nerves of the cerebral membranes, or to the physical 
effects of acute pain. Vertigo was observed in ten cases. Mental 
disturbances of some sort were observed in almost every case, 
using the term in a very general sense. The majority of the patients 
were emotional, excited, or irritable ; some of them exhibited 
dulness, stupidity, want of energy, or apathy. Failure of mem¬ 
ory, depression of spirits, and headache were observed in others. 
Mental slowness and uncertainty ; inability to fix the attention, 
and impossibility of continuous mental action were strikingly shown, 
particularly in tumors of the prsefrontal regions. Onecase showed 
marked hallucinations of fear. Another case had at times mania¬ 
cal attacks which usually coincided with the most violent par¬ 
oxysms of headache. Hypercesthesia was noted in five cases, 
sometimes being general, more frequently being present in the 
limb or limbs affected with spasm or paralysis. Choked discs 
were found in four cases. Descending optic neuritis in four cases, 
only eight were examined with the ophthalmoscope. True 
choked discs were present in tumors of the convexity. In three 
of the cases of neuritis the tumor was situated at the base, and 
the fourth case was a tumor of the cerebellum with hydrocephalus. 
The author regards the presence of choked discs, or optic neu¬ 
ritis, as the stronest possible corroborative evidence of the exist¬ 
ence of an encephalic tumor. The temperature of the head was 
taken in five cases, from which the conclusion was drawn that in 
brain tumors the average temperature of the whole head is ele¬ 
vated several degrees above the normal, the greatest elevation be¬ 
ing usually at the station nearest the seat of the growth. Constipa¬ 
tion was recorded in eight cases. Severe neuralgic pains in the 
limbs were complained of in one of the cases of cerebellar tumor ; 
in the other, trigeminal neuralgia. One case of tumor of the 
pons had frequent and severe attacks of temporal and orbital neu¬ 
ralgia. Persistent epistaxis and tendency to hemorrhage from the 
mucous membranes were observed in a tumor of the upper left 
quarter of the pons; profuse perspiration, more marked on one 
side, occurred in one case; polyphagia in one case ; disturbance 
of the respiration in several cases ; hysterical manifestation in sev¬ 
eral cases. Inflammatory, trophic, and anaesthetic phenomena in 
two cases ; defective hearing in five cases.— Arch . Med. y New 
York, vol. viii, No. i, 1882. 


Cerebral Anemia and Exhaustion. —Dr. S. G. Webber, of 
Boston, reports four cases illustrating the above conditions and 
remarks that among the conditions of the brain most difficult for 
diagnosis are those in which there is irregular blood supply. He 



PERISCOPE . 


160 

quotes Jaccoud,who says that “ under the influence of anaemia and 
insufficient nutrition the excitability of the nervous elements 
is diminished ; that is to say, its effects are less energetic, and ex¬ 
haustion is more rapid, but by reason of the diminished vitality of 
the cells the excitability is aroused by very slight causes, which in 
health produce no reaction. The abnormal condition is then 
double : on the one hand the reaction is weak and of short dura¬ 
tion ; on the other it is produced by impressions which ought 
to have no effect. This double condition can be well expressed 
by the term irritable or excitable weakness.” Dr. Webber goes on 
to say that this condition is found in all cases of illy nourished 
brain, whether the defect is due to a blood supply deficient 
in quantity or quality, or whether it may arise from an excessive 
supply of blood interfering with nutrition ; the same condition 
may arise from exhaustion due to overwork of the nerve cells, 
the supply of blood being nearly normal, that is, normal in com¬ 
parison with the work required of the brain. As these conditions 
lead alike to defective nutrition of the brain, it. is to be expected 
that many of the symptoms to which they give rise will be 
the same in one as in another condition. Thus the headache, ver¬ 
tigo, nausea, found in congestion, are also found in anaemia ; the 
excitment, delirium, hallucinations, etc., found in hyperaemia, are 
also seen in anaemia. Also the same symptom may be the ex¬ 
pression of exhaustion, or of poisoning of the blood. Much has 
been written about hyperaemia, and great stress has been 
laid upon too much blood flowing to the brain. Perhaps there are 
patients in which this condition exists, and yet in by far the major¬ 
ity of patients I believe the explanation of these symptoms is 
to be found in mal-nutrition from insufficient supply of food, or 
from inability to assimilate the food taken, or from exhaustion due 
to over-use, with too short periods of rest, or from inferior 
quality of the blood. The irritable brain may temporarily re¬ 
ceive a relatively increased supply of blood, though its nutritive 
quality or its amount may be below that appropriate for health ; 
owing to the abnormal irritability of the brain this excess over the 
usual supply is sufficient to cause excitement. This would be 
only a temporary, and perhaps a local increase of blood supply 
in an anaemic brain, and should not influence either the diagnosis 
or treatment.— Brit . Med . and Surg . yourn Nov. 1882, No. 18, 
vol, cvii. 


On the Somewhat Frequent Occurrence of Degenera¬ 
tion OF THE POSTERO-LATERAL COLUMNS OF THE SPINAL 
Cord in So-called Spinal Concussion. —Dr. R. T. Edes, of 
Boston, in a communication to the American Neurological Associa¬ 
tion, under the above title, states that his object is to show that 
among the various lesions which may occur in cases of this 
kind (not curable by a verdict for damages) there is one, quite defi¬ 
nite, which may come early and stay late. With the exception of 



